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the object lesson. 


some pieces of flint and a steel tool. The child wih^ 
sparks created by the flints being knocked together ^ 
be led to appreciate the modern invention of nW d L ' Vi, l 
matches, of which he does not suspect the merit, hav‘ Ph ° ri c 
always before him. You will tell him of the diffi^ ther * 
making fire by the ancient methods— how much ea . CUlt y of 
with matches and a candle, you will show the child'^ n °' v : 
light and heat accompany each other. You will sn that 

heat of the fire, of the sun — if it happens to be shiiiT ' 
moment your word will be confirmed. You smile ^ ^ 
remember that your children have often instinctive^ PCrhaps 1 
themselves in the rays of the sun, without remart; 7 ^ arm ed 
“ is a source of heat. Lastly, you will s ho ^ 
representing a conflagration, so as to insnire „ , * P ' Cture 

regard to fire. Ten minutes suffice to prepare f Cnce wi th 
to collect the necessary objects. ess on, and 

Ihe object lesson may occasionally be usoH f 
important moral teaching • but let „ c K U ed to conv ey 
•hose trivial ntoralities wLic h V T" ° f har P‘"g on 
Irom all subjects. However true howe ' mCt,vcl >’ gathered 
•hey soon become commonplace' ’ to they may he, 

^fluence on him. But lead him Chlld > and have no 

■flea himself which is in the lesson' Td^ ^ CXtraCt the moral 

S' • , And association of id PUt * int ° his 

he ere he comes to the end Zit h ^ t0 n ° tice * 

en y ° u have to finish your Ip ^ S °’ ^ d ° not c °mplain. 

noi -fo conclusion, finish^ if . m an y other way than by 
- 1] s ustrate the subject by S °™ thi "Z which 
instance } S ° me . facu lty G f th * a P ,ctUf e which will awaken 
conceive thTrl ^ ich Wil1 sta Y in his * ^ ^ ima £ ination for 

ooncentrated il’" * Va ? ue way • Chi,dren often 

nature i n n ^ In these 1 1- we]1 to offcr them a 

the P° e t, just S ' mplicity of their id 6 httle brains 50 c,ose t0 
thc artist We a ch Td i ’ WC See the artist and 

ar| fl fairy ta . e o Sense of the rm - n 0 s P lnt ln the" poet and 

," 0t miJc h of ^ give « grear r ^, °“ S be l on 8 s to childhood, 






Mrs. Catherine Booth on the Training 

of Children. 


The character of the training required by God and needed 
by the child to inspire him with the love of righteousness and 
truth : — 

First secure its subjection to authority. Obedience is the 
foundation of all moral excellence. The parent is put by God 
in His place ; and the child at his disposal ; it has no chance to 
be aught but what it is moulded into by the parent. 

“O that my mother had broken my will when I was a 
baby ! ” This is an age of obedient parents. Urge God’s 
claim for ever on a disobedient child and it will not submit. It 
is easier to transfer obedience. 

“ How can ye do well who are accustomed to do evil ? ” 
Restrain, check, subdue the natural evil. 

“But how ? My child is so unusually strong willed.” Begin 
soon enough. Begin when the babe is sucking. The way of 
handling an infant shows that its mother is not to be trifled 
with ; the lifting of her finger, that “ No ” means No. 

Children are guided for a long time by instinct like a pony. 
People have grown out of Solomon’s wisdom. To tell a child 
that God loves it just as well when it is naughty delights it. 

“ But,” you object, “ to punish brutalises, we must advise 
reason.” It is unjust to expect a child to submit to conscience 
unless you back up conscience by your authority. How then 

can I train?” , . ... 

fa) Try to realise your responsibility to Go oi moiu m b , 
inspiring, yes, for damning or saving the child. > ou nave 


* From "A Mother's Note Book. "-Vera 
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THE 


E TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 


. rrr, to God until you do get it 

not this -sense of re * g and realise God’s promise* 

H C Vforit. sSe i. f your mind, Whose is this child I 
God lays it is His. " Go, nurse this child for Me, in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and I will pay thee thy wages.” 
This is the ABC. God holds parents absolutely responsible 
for the making or marring of their children. This is positively 
asserted in the Old Testament and is assumed in the New. 
God commands, requires, expects; and He punishes the neglect. 

(b) You can train it for God. 

will , and God will be a co-worker with 


(c) Resolve that you 
you. The exceptions are in the 


exccpuuns d.L, ... training — not in God’s 
Resolve that you will at all costs. God meets the 


promises, m-aui.c j - 

desire, and gives the light. If the intent of your soul be that 
your child shall be for God and His kingdom, God will show 
you how, if you make up your mind. Hold on, you shall reap 

as you have sown. 

(d) “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God 
who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
shall be given him.” Strive to qualify yourself for the work. 
God joins the example with the training. God promises the 
wisdom— it is His peculiar gift. Search the Book as to His 
principles. Study, think, pray with the sincere desire for God’s 
g'ory. » I know Abraham, that he will command his children 

forlc”| S f H af ‘ er him '" L °° k at the chikl as His- 

(every ^ 

child } wants luthori.y f*""* T T 

Have very few laws. Don’t fret it u f * C 1 m as a rock, 
and never let them he hi , ^ Ut ^ ave tIlose laws kept, 

laws “ Keep them from the 'evil pUnishment Moral 

and not for lies, f or breach ^ ^ me pUmsh for accidents 

of morals. The child i manners mor e than for breach 

* p W long befo r rV ' 0Ugh ^ Y ° U can’t deceive 
house comes out i n the chilcf*" i The Spirit of the 

Wlt h you, then — “ S] le ...l- ’ et see first that God is 

H°d says she must.” Fli^ S ^ * Decause I am naughty, and 
ontrast Abraham “I ’ ^u* did not command. 

Cll dren, and they shall v'p 'T’ *' lat W ' P command his 
justice y sha11 keep the way of the Lord, to do 


JUStice and judgment* 
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(f) Tiain in truth and sincerity. All anr i 
deceitful above all things. God requires truth in' * h ' art is 
parts. Never wink a, sin in your child Cc a , t ^ 
at the little accidents of a poor weak child • but to 
at sin is doing the child an everlasting wrong.' Don', cover 
over its deceptions and misrepresentations. Dra« out he 
insincerity; hold it up to scorn, and show him where God 
will put him and it if unrepented of. Then take him to he 
foot of the Cross and weep over it. The soul is better than 
the body. Make your child a character for God in the wodd. 

(C) Mind the spirit in which you punish. Let the child 
see that you punish on account of sin, and not from vexation 
or for mistakes. Chasten it when you are cool. Don’t con- 
found sanctimoniousness with sanctification; this is detestable to 
the child. Be natuial in your religion ; natural in your manner 
of singing and talking about holy things. Reverence is quite 
compatible with straightforwardness. Teach it to talk to the 
Lord as to its own father. The Lord does not want a long 
face and a palaver. Make religion interesting. 

(h) Lastly, train unitedly. God believes in honesty of heart, 
and comes out of His way to help such people. Never let a 
child appeal from one parent to another. Train it, and see 
that it does what you desire. 


